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Aims

ÅChildren and Young Adults with MHVI

ÅDevelopmental milestones for children 
with multi sensory impairments

ÅOur contributions and challenges as 
skilled practitioners



www.sense.org.ukwww.sense.org.uk

Child Development

General child development milestones

1ï4 weeks Looking at faces

4ï6  weeks Smiling

3ï5 months Reaching out for objects

Making noises

Holding objects

6ï9 months Sitting

10 ï18 months Walking

1 ï2 years Putting words together

Kicking and throwing a ball

Fine motor skills, holding a crayon
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Child Development

ÅThe speed of learning in children in the first 5 years of life is 
amazing, children get to grips with: 

Åcontrolling hands

Ågetting sufficient muscle tone to hold head up

Åsit up

Åthey even manage the complicated cognitive, 
skeletal and muscular task of learning to walk.
Ålanguage acquisition and development

ÅOur sense of vision particularly, but hearing 
secondly, inform much of this 
monumental learning. 
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Modalities for learning

ÅDistance senses

ÅVision as the primary source of development

ÅHearing and the auditory channel

ÅNear senses

ÅTouch

ÅTaste

ÅSmell

ÅKinesthetic
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Environment

ÅCultures

ÅTechniques 
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Stuff we donôt fully understand

We donôt fully understand

ÅFrom the child

ÅMood, grumpy or happy, calm or stressed

ÅDiet, hormones

ÅSleeping patterns, exercise

ÅMotivation

ÅExpectations
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Stuff we donôt fully understand

We donôt fully understand

ÅFrom us

ÅDid you fall out with your partner?

ÅAs the practitioner are you stressed?

ÅWas the child rushed through their morning routines 
because mum and dad were late for work?

ÅMotivation

ÅExpectations

Combinations of any of the above
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The impact on a child

ÅConfusion and Stress ÅTactile sensitive

ÅLack of movement or too much

ÅReduced or no formal communication strategies

ÅKinesthetic awareness
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Safe and Secure

Stress Levels

ñChildren with multiple disabilities live in a fragmented world, often 
full of anxiety.  The assessor wants to meet the child within this 
very peculiar world, to discover how learning in its broadest sense 
takes place.  He tries to resonate with the child's behavior by 
following the child's lead.  When the child feels that he is 
controlling the situation, it is likely that he will open up and will 
follow the assessorôs suggestions for finding undiscovered paths 
for learning and emotional stability.ò

Dr. Jan van Dijk
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Sharing the childôs experience 
through body language

ñAt the initial stages of development, a 
deafblind child has neither words nor signs.  
Still, it is possible to get into conversation 
with this child, by acting together or touching 
an object together. In this situation, you 
share the child's experiences through body 
language.  You approve, by nodding with 
your whole body, or you disapprove by 
backing off.ò

Dr. Jan van Dijk
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Basics

ÅSafe and secure

ÅCommunication is at the heart of cognitive, social, emotional 
and behavioral development in children 

ÅSense of self/identity
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Positive identity

ñThey learn how to cope with a noisy, busy world. 

Step-by-step, day-by-day every child at ChildVision is 

discovering new things they can do. We celebrate each 

and every achievement. Whether it is taking a first 

mouthful of food, reading a little story, making a cake 

or riding a pony. Or maybe itôs something as simple as 
accepting a hug and a cuddle for the first time.ò

ChildVision
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Self Identity

ñThose who emerge from the adolescent stage of 
personality development with a strong sense of identity 
are well equipped to face adulthood with confidence and 
certaintyò

Erik Erikson 

1970ôs
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